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LEADERSHIP UPDATE 
You will have received an email today informing you that at the 
end of the summer term, Colin Dowland will be stepping down 
from his role as Co-Headteacher, after 10 years in the role. 
 
The Governing Body would like to express  their sincere thanks 
for his dedicated service to the school. During his time in leadership, he has played 
a significant role in shaping the school’s success, contributing to the excellent out-
comes our pupils achieve and in building the strong reputation the school enjoys 
within the community and nationally. We are extremely grateful for his commit-
ment and wish him every success in his future endeavours. 
 
Looking ahead, the governors are delighted to inform you that Co-
Headteacher Laura Monro will take on the role of Headteacher on a full-time ba-
sis from September.  Governors are confident that this will provide continuity and 
stability, and that the school will continue to go from strength to strength under 
this leadership. 
 
A recruitment process is underway to appoint a new Deputy Headteacher, and par-
ents will be updated about this in the next few weeks. 

WSA QUIZ  SUPPER 
Thanks to all the competitors, the quiz setters and the WSA for 
another really fun and engaging fish and chip Quiz Supper. 
 
The event raised an excellent £1200, which is the start of a 
longer term fundraising effort to raise enough money to build a 
MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area) at the end of the field. 
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TALKING TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT THE NEWS 
There are many challenges for everyone at the moment in 
terms of what is appearing in the news, internationally, 
nationally and more recently, locally. 
 
We know it can be difficult for parents to know what to say if children ask about 
these events at home or school, so here are some possible answers to key ques-
tions: 
 
 
For 6 year olds and under: 
• Why do bad things happen? We explain that sometimes people do naughty or 

mean things - sometimes children at school break things or hit people and 
sometimes adults can behave badly too. At school or home, if someone is not 
doing what they should be doing we tell a grown up and they'll help us, and if 
we need extra help we can tell the police because that's what they’re there for 
too. 

• What do I say if my child says they are scared? Reassure them it's ok to be 
scared and thank them for telling you. You might remind them what they do 
when they are scared of other things like monsters, and tell them that you and 
others are here to look after them. 

 
 
For 7-10 year olds: 
• Why do bad things happen? We don't always know why people do bad things, 

but just like at school when people might be mean to someone because they 
are different, we know that sometimes people are mean or cruel to people who 
are different to them. Sometimes that's because of the colour of their skin, and 
other times its because of their religion. People might pick on another group of 
people because they are ignorant and don't know them or understand why they 
have different beliefs to them, or because they've heard stories or believe things 
called superstitions. Just like when someone is a bully at school, it's never ac-
ceptable to hurt someone or be mean to them because of who they are. We 
should celebrate all the things that make people different. This is why it's so im-
portant for us to be kind to everyone and to celebrate all the things that make 
us unique. 

• What do I say if my child says they are scared? Reassure them it's ok to be 
scared and thank them for telling you. It's a normal reaction, but the adults and 
police whose job it is to look after us have the very best people and technology 
to make sure that worries don't come true. 
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WOODRIDGE KEY EVENTS/DATES 2025-26  
Below is a list of all the key events and dates for the 
Summer Term. Further dates, including class trips will 
be added as the term progresses with new events/changes in red.   
The term dates for next year (2026-2027) are in the later pages of this  Newsletter. 

TENNIS SUCCESS 
Congratulations to our Y5/Y6 tennis team who reached the semi finals of a tennis 
tournament this week at Barnet Lawn Tennis Club.  
 
The team won bronze medals. Brilliant! 
 
Thanks to Mr Mapes for undertaking comprehensive tennis trials and for organising 
the team. 

GYMNASTICS AWARD 
Well done to Alma Y1 for achieving Gymnastics Ability 
Award Level 7 with Anima Gymnastics Club. 
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BICS ADVICE SESSIONS 
If you have any concerns about your child’s ability to dress, use cutlery , other func-
tional skills or speech and language, Barnet Children’s Integrated Therapies are 
open to phone and video calls. See the flyer below. 
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Achievement Awards                                Friday 24th April 2026 

Each Friday we hold an Achievement Assembly where two children from each class are 
awarded a certificate for outstanding achievement in the week.  These recognise hard 
work, great behaviour or exceptional progress, as well as our Woodridge Values.  

Reception 
Oak 

Ethan and Emily for showing great cutting skills to make vegetable and 
fruit people and for chatting happily about the importance of vegeta-
bles. 

Year 1 
Willow 

Penny for writing a great set of instructions of how to make a jam 
sandwich.  Eden for thoughtful contributions at carpet time-especially 
in our science work about plants. 

Year 2 
Rowan 

Myla for working hard in maths and completing lots more tasks inde-
pendently.  Rania for your excellent descriptive writing in English, us-
ing punctuation correctly. 

Year 3 
Silver Birch 

Phoenix for trying really hard in all subjects.   
Asad for working really hard in our fractions work in maths. 

Year 4 
Ash 

Olivia for creating her own fantastic non-chronological report. Sia for 
creating a fantastic flip book animation, which demonstrated creativity, 
patience and excellent attention to detail. 

Year 5 
Lime 

Aimee and Adiel for showing engagement and hard work to create a 
Maya fact poster. 

Year 6 
Maple 

Milly for her excellent independence in her maths lesson.   
Shoma for his fantastic work in computing on binary codes. 

Value of 
The Month 

 
April - Perseverance 
 

SPORTING STARS OF THE WEEK 
Well done to the following children for receiving certificates 
from  Mr Mapes this week for being sporting stars: 
  
 Multisports  -  Levi Y2, Arin YR, Annabelle YR,  
    Mohamed Y1 and Elle YR 
 
 Gym  -    Harry Y4 and Jana Y3 
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Woodridge Primary School 
 

TERM DATES 2025-2026 
  

Autumn Term 2025 
 
Monday 1 September  INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Tuesday 2 September  First day back for pupils 
 

Half Term: Monday 27 October – Friday 31 October 
 
Monday 3 November  INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Tuesday 4 November  First day back for pupils 
Friday 19 December  Last day of term: 1.30pm finish 
 
 

Spring Term 2026 
 
Monday 5 January  INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Tuesday 6 January  First day back for pupils 
 

Half Term: Monday 16 February – Friday 20 February 
 
Monday 23 February  First day back for pupils 
Friday 27 March   Last day of term: 1.30pm finish 
 
 

Summer Term 2026 
 

Monday 13 April   INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Tuesday 14 April   First day back for pupils 
Monday 4 May   Bank Holiday: School closed for pupils 
     

Half Term: Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May 
 

Monday 1 June   First day back for pupils 
Friday 17 July    Last day of term 1.30pm finish 
 
 
 
Four INSET Days – School closed to children 
Monday 1st September 2025 
Monday 3rd November 2025 
Monday 5th January 2026 
Monday 13th April 2026 
 
(Plus Monday 4 May 2026  - Bank Holiday) 
 
         
      
 

Please do not book holidays dur-
ing term time. Fixed penalties 
fines from  August will now be 
£80 per child, 
per parent. 

Please note the earlier 
finish times on the final 
day of each term. 
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Please note the earlier 
finish times on the final 
day of each term. 

Woodridge Primary School 
 

TERM DATES 2026-2027 
  

Autumn Term 2026 
 
Tuesday 1 September  INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Wednesday 2 September First day back for pupils 
 

Half Term: Monday 26 October – Friday 30 October 
 
Monday 2 November  INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Tuesday 3 November  First day back for pupils 
Friday 18 December  Last day of term: 1.30pm finish 
 
 

Spring Term 2027 
 
Tuesday 5 January  INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Wednesday 6 January  First day back for pupils 
 

Half Term: Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 
 
Monday 22 February  First day back for pupils 
Thursday 25 March  Last day of term: 1.30pm finish 
 
 

Summer Term 2027 
 

Monday 12 April   INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Tuesday 13 April   First day back for pupils 
Monday 3 May   Bank Holiday: School closed for pupils 
     

Half Term: Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June 
 

Monday 7 June   INSET Day: School closed for pupils 
Tuesday 8 June   First day back for pupils 
Thursday 22 July   Last day of term 1.30pm finish 
 
 
 
Five INSET Days – School closed to children 
Tuesday 1st September 2026 
Monday 2nd November 2026 
Tuesday 5th January 2027 
Monday 12th April 2027 
Monday 7th June 2027 
 
(Plus Monday 3 May 2027  - Bank Holiday) 

Please do not book holidays dur-
ing term time. Fixed penalties 
fines from  August will now be 
£80 per child, 
per parent. 
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         Our Values 
 

 

 
 
 


